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1940 Port Orford High School Scrapbook 

  

Prepared in 2024 by Port Orford-Langlois 2CJ Alumni 

 

NOTE:  Despite exhaustive efforts, a yearbook for the POHS year of 1939-40 could not be found.  It is 

likely that one was not produced. In lieu of that, a scrapbook has been prepared from newspaper 

clippings, class rosters from other yearbooks, and photos submitted by relatives and descendants of the 

POHS Class of 1940. 
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Port Orford High School was built in 1927.  The gym was added to the campus 

in 1928.  Shown above is the eastside entrance to the building. 
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Class Rosters for 1940* 

Freshmen 
Class of 1943 

Beck, Gene## 
Corbin, Alan## 
Hatcher, Alene 
Lindberg, Rachel, Grange 
Marsh, Barbara 
Mayea, Johnny## 
McKenzie, Robert “Bobby## 
Welch, Fern 

 

Sophomores  
Class of 1942 

Armstrong, Bernard 
Babel, Donald## 
Coon, Wallace 
Corson, Doris 
Cummings, Mary Jane 
Duvall, Bob 
Ellsworth, Elton## 
Holcomb, Elmyra 
Masterson, Martha  
McClintock, Ruth 
Pattison, Esther 
Pattison, Louise 
Robinson, Wayne## 
Rowan, Paul 
Studley, Mike## 
Sweet, Donald##  
Zumwalt, Bruce## 
 

Juniors 
Class of 1941 

Forty, Gordon## 
Hibberts, Vena 
Hurst, June 
Jamieson, Cecil## 
Shaw, Frank Harvey## 
Sorenson, Tommy## 
Sweet, Ralph## 
Sweet, Sidney## 
 

Seniors 
Class of 1940  
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Rosters are speculative and based on class 
lists from other years. 
 
##Served in the military during WWII 

Campbell, Eileen 
Johnson, Loeta 
Kohl, Jack## 
Lindberg, Helen 
Maloy, Hewitt## KIA 
Mark, Irene 
Mather, Dorothea 
McClintock, Betty 
McKenzie, Georgina 
Miller, Elton## 
Quick, Alida 
Weekly, Betty  
White, Dorothy 
Zumwalt, Betty  
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Class of 1940 Who served in WWii 

 

JaCk kohl, navy 

heWitt “huCk” Maloy, arMy air forCe, kia 

elton Miller, navy 

 

 

 

in MeMoriaM 

 

Photo by Rick Cook.  Burial site, Port Orford Cemetery 

HEWITT A. MALOY OREGON 

SGT. 53 BOMB.  SQ. AC 

JANUARY 23, 1943 

“BELOVED BY ALL” 

Hewitt “Huck” Maloy: “I remember him well.  He was in my sister’s 

class, and I was really fond of him.  He would put my feet on his feet, 

facing me, and walk around with me.”   

                   ---Shirley McKenzie Van Loo, Class of 1944, (written in 2023) 
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Newspaper Clippings 

 

 
 

 

Curry County Reporter, Aug. 30, 1939, p1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Curry County Reporter, Sept. 7, 1939, p5 

Curry County Reporter, Oct. 19, 1939, p1 

Coos Bay Times, Dec. 7, 1939, p10 
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Coos Bay Times, Dec. 8, 1939, p2 

Coos Bay Times, Dec. 14, 1939, p7 

Curry County Reporter, Dec. 28, 1939, p1  

  Henry J. Lecocq, area supervisor for the NYA 

will be in Gold Beach Monday, January 8, at 

the court house and in Port Orford Tuesday, 

January 9, at the city hall.  The purpose of his 

trip is to register all young people interested in 

being placed on NYA projects. 

  The purpose of NYA is to aid the youth while 

attending school to earn up to $15 a month.  

Projects will be set up so that the youth can 

earn and learn at the same time. 

  Mr. Lecocq will be glad to consult with any 

adults who are interested in securing projects 

in this area.  The tools and equipment must be 

furnished locally but the wage is paid by the 

federal government.  The program prepares 

those of limited financial means to secure 

training for future employment. 

  Some of the projects now in operation in 

Coos and Curry Counties are sponsored by 

Curry County agricultural agent, city of Port 

Orford, the public library at Gold Beach, city 

engineer’s office at Marshfield, Coos County 

school superintendent, Coos County 

agricultural agent, home demonstration 

agent, Bandon public school, WPA adult 

education, city of North Bend recreation park 

at North Bend, public library at Myrtle Point, 

Coos County highway shops and many others. 

  All youth between the ages of 18 and 24 are 

eligible to register.  It is also necessary that 

they be registered with the Oregon state 

employment service and there will be a 

representative of the Marshfield office present 

on those dates. 

(Text retyped for clarity) 

  A seven weeks course in learning to drive an 

automobile will be offered students of the Port 

Orford High School beginning Thursday, Jan. 11 

it was announced today by Earl Snell, secretary of 

state who sponsors these schools as a part of his 

statewide program in traffic safety. 

  Classes will be held each Thursday afternoon 

during the seven weeks of the course, students 15 

years of age or older being eligible to enroll.  

Registrations may be left at the Port Orford High 

School.  Pupils must furnish their own cars and 

driver’s licenses are not required.  Cars must be 

driven to and from the school by licensed 

operators, however. 

  Instruction is given in the proper methods of 

starting the motor and use of the clutch, shifting 

gears, turning and backing, parallel parking, 

stopping and starting on hills, and driving in 

traffic.  At the first session the instructor discusses 

rules and regulations pertaining to the operation of 

motor vehicles in Oregon, but all subsequent 

classes find the students at the wheels of their cars, 

actually going through the maneuvers as they are 

explained. 

  The instructor is on the grounds at all times 

during the classes and between sessions students 

are urged to practice what they were taught at the 

preceding class.  The schools are based on the 

theory that drivers who learn to operation their 

cars under the eye of competent instructors 

become better and therefore safer drivers than 

those who pick it up by the hit-or-miss manner, 

Snell declared. 

  Parents are invited to attend the classes at 

any time. 
(Text retyped for clarity) 

Curry County Reporter, Jan. 5, 1940, p1 

Curry County Reporter, Jan. 25, 1940, p1 
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BASKETBALL NEWS OF THE PAST WEEK 
OPHIR TRAMPLES 

ORFORD CAGERS 
  Running rough shod over a scrappy little Pirate squad, 

A “tall fir” gang of Ophir High School basketball players 

defeated the Port Orford High team by a score of 26 to 

16 at Ophir Gym Friday night. 

  The Ophir team, averaging over six feet in height, led 

the scoring all the way through, and except for their poor 

shooting would have run the score way up. The Port 

Orford lads were unable to get the ball through the 

network of arms spread out above them often enough to 

get the ball in the air in the general direction of the 

basket, therefore the lost score on their part. 

  The scores at the end of the periods were as follows:  

At the end of the first period 4-7 with Ophir leading.  At 

the half 5-13, at the third quarter 7-19, and the final score 

16-26. 

  Two preliminaries were played, one in which the Ophir 

Grade School girls decimated the Port Orford Grade 

School girls in basketball and the other between the two 

grade school boys teams in which the Port Orford 

youngsters took easily by a lopsided score. 

  In the main game Bob Adams was high scorer for 

Ophir with 12 points.  Maloy and Jamieson of Port 

Orford were tied with 6 each. Miller of Port Orford, 

usually high scorer, was outstanding in ball handling but 

was unable to get the ball through the hoop. 

  Ophir made 8 field goals to Port Orford’s 6. 

  Ophir sank 10 foul shots to Port Orford’s 4. Ophir made 

nearly half their points via the free throw route. 

  Most winded individual, the referee. 

 

PORT ORFORD TAKES 

LANGLOIS IN CLOSE 

CONTEST 
  The Port Orford Pirates, that sometimes “on and off” 

basketball team was “on” last Wednesday night when 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

they engaged Langlois High in a conference game at the 

Langlois gym.  Both teams were evenly matched and 

gave the spectators as thrilling a game as has been seen 

for some time.  Both teams played good basketball and 

there was not much fouling on either side.  This was 

rather unusual as the tendency at the conference season 

in Curry County has been towards the rougher style of 

playing. 

  The preliminary between the two second strings was 

won by Langlois by a score of 20-9.  At first it looked as 

if it might be a close game but the Langlois B squad 

proved too much for the junior Pirates. 

  In the main event, Port Orford drew first blood with a 

nifty one-handed shot from the double lines by Forty.  

From there on it was anybody’s game.  The end of the 

first quarter ended with Port Orford ahead 9-7.  Langlois 

started clicking in the second quarter and that period 

ended 12-16 with Langlois on the long end.  Port Orford 

drew up even with the Panthers in the third period which 

ended 22-22.  During the last quarter, both teams tied at 

24-24 and 26-26, but in the closing seconds Port Orford 

sank a field goal and a free throw to put them ahead 29-

26 which was the score at the end of the game. 

  Miller of Port Orford was high point man as usual with 

11 points.  Crew, who is Langlois’ main threat, was held 

down to only 9 points, but Casey of the same team got 

away with 12 tallies. 

 

PIANO RECITAL 
  Next Thursday evening at 8 p.m. sharp, Cliff Fernald 

will present some of his piano students in a recital at the 

high school.   

  The recital is the first of two to be given this school 

year. 

  The following students will participate: Misses Joan 

and Adelle Thomas, Miss Ann Sweet, Miss Patricia 

Zumwalt, and Mr. Donald Sweet, with Masters Mark 

and Paul Fernald of the younger generation. 

  Those interested in music are invited to attend. 
 
Port Orford Post, Feb. 2, 1940, p1.   

(Retyped for clarity). 
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Curry County Reporter, Feb. 8, 1940, p1 

Curry County Reporter, Feb. 15, 1940, p1 

Curry County Reporter, Feb. 22, 1940, p4= 
NOTE:  The ball was held in Gold Beach, 
and Port Orford students were invited. 

Curry County Reporter, Feb. 29, 1940, p5 

Coos Bay Times, Mar. 29, 1940, p5 

Port Orford Post, Mar. 14, 1940, p5 
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Curry County Reporter, Apr. 25, 1940, p1 

Curry County Reporter, Apr. 25, 1940, p4 

Curry County Reporter, May 2, 1940, p1 
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Curry County Reporter, May 9, 1940, p1 

  The 1940 graduating class of Port 

Orford High School, consisting of 14 

students, is the largest to graduate 

from the school.  Eleven girls and 

three boys will receive their 

diplomas at the commencement 

program held Thursday night at the 

high school gym. 

  The stage will be again superbly 

decorated by Nat Perkins, who is to 

be remembered for his past 

masterpieces.  Professor John L. 

Casteel, dean of Division of Speech 

from the University of Oregon, will 

be the speaker for the evening. 

  One student, Betty Zumwalt, was 

awarded a scholarship to Oregon 

State College, which she plans to 

attend next year. 

  The graduates are:  Loeta Johnson, 

Alida Quick, Helen Lindberg, Irene 

Mark, Hewitt Maloy, Georgina 

McKenzie, Dorothea Mather, Elton 

Miller, Betty McClintock, Betty 

Zumwalt, Eileen Campbell, Dorothy 

White, Betty Weekly and Jack Kohl. 
(Text retyped for clarity) 

 
Port Orford Post, May 17, 1940, p1 

   



12 
 

 

Port Orford Summer of 1940 

 
  A series of celebrations is scheduled 

for Port Orford this summer, all under 

the auspices of the city council and 

there will be no private promoters, and 

the lion’s share of the gate receipts will 

go as prize money and purses to attract 

outstanding sporting events, while the 

balance will pay the advertising costs.  

Thus, the city will be clear of any 

expense upon the taxpayers and all the 

celebrations stand on their own. 

  Posters have gone up from Eugene to 

Ashland and from Taft to Crescent 

City.  The radio stations at Marshfield 

and Eureka are announcing it. 

  The first big celebration will occur on 

June first and will include five headline 

boxing bouts, fighting in an open-air 

arena with full flood lighting. 

  Mayor Gable announced yesterday 

the signing of the headliners who will 

battle for ten rounds for the 

featherweight championship of the 

northwest.  The Portland Italian Al 

Spina is the title holder and will meet 

one of the toughest little men on the 

coast today in Mark Diaz of Los 

Angeles who is well-known as the 

Filipino Bolo puncher and ring mate of 

the great Filipino middleweight 

champion of the world, Cefrino Garcia. 

  Diaz has wanted to meet Spina for 

years.  The match was in the making in 

Hollywood but Spina hurt his hand and 

had to lay off.  Diaz has now come 

North and the match is signed and 

sealed for Port Orford on June first.  

“From all advance information,” the 

mayor said, “this will be a battle that 

will attract fight fans all the way from 

Portland and will be some battle for ten 

rounds.  It will be the first time for 

headline professional boxing bouts in 

Curry County, and southwestern 

Oregon will go to town on June first in 

a way that the people will long 

remember.” 

  The six round semi-final 

lightweight boxers are Jimmy 

Davis of Vancouver and Johnny 

O’Connell of Portland.  Jimmy 

Davis is one of the best prospects 

developed in years in the 

Northwest and will have one of the 

toughest fights in his career in 

O’Connell. 

  In addition to the boxing bouts 

which will start at 8:30 p.m. and at 

popular prices, there will be log 

contests and baseball at 2:00 

o’clock in the afternoon and the 

dedication of the new Tichenor 

Park, one of the nicest city parks 

along the coast.  At six o’clock, free 

clam chowder will be served by the 

City of Port Orford.  Twelve 

gallons of clams, ten pounds of 

butter, twelve pounds of bacon, one 

hundred pounds of potatoes, fifteen 

pounds of onions and seventy-five 

gallons of milk will go into this 

chowder which will be prepared by 

Otto Heckel of Langlois, famous 

for clam chowder and a former chef 

for the Pullman Company. 

  Mayor Gable has announced that 

preparations are also being made 

for a celebration about a month 

later which will include a jalopy 

race with all cars 1931 models or 

older and twelve tentative entrants 

are already on the books.  

  The third celebration which will 

be out around Labor Day will 

include a midget automobile race 

on a half mile track which has 

already been surveyed at Port 

Orford and five wrestling bouts are 

also on Port Orford’s elaborate 

summer program.   

  Mayor Gable has appointed a 

Boxing Commission to serve for 

one year and supervise the bouts 

and the wrestling events.  The 

boxing ring is being constructed in 

the baseball park on the highway 

next to the grade school.  Port 

Orford is going to town. 

 
Western World, May 23, 1940, p8 
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POHS Class of 1940 Memorabilia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Credit:  Mary Wahl, 

daughter of Georgina 

McKenzie Wahl 
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Photographs

 
 

Port Orford High School Principal Ruth Clark. 

 

In 1922, Ruth Clark from Montana was hired by the board of directors of Port Orford 
School District #1 for what would become a 20-year career, For the first 12 years of her 
employment she boarded at the Knapp Hotel.  Her teaching specialties were Latin and 
mathematics,, and for at least one season she coached the high school boys’ basketball 
team. 
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A blue arrow points to Port Orford High School on the hill overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean. 
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Port Orford’s Iconic Natural Landmarks 

 

Humbug Mountain, 1940 image.  Photo Credit – Port Orford Historical Photos website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Battle Rock, 1940 image.  Photo Credit – Port Orford Historical Photos website 
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HISTORICALLY, STUDENTS ON THE YEARBOOK 

OR SCHOOL NEWSPAPER STAFF WOULD 

SOLICIT ADS FROM LOCAL SPONSORS TO 

FINANCE THEIR PUBLICATIONS.  THOSE ADS 

GAVE LATER GENERATIONS AN IDEA OF THE 

BUSINESS COMMUNITY.  THE ABOVE ADS 

FROM LOCAL NEWSPAPERS OFFER INSIGHT 

INTO THE BUSINESSES IN PORT ORFORD 

DURING THE 1939-40 SCHOOL YEAR. 
 From Port Orford Post and Curry County Reporter 


